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DETAILED ACTION 

The amendment file on January 27, 2006 is acknowledged. 

Currently claims 1-35 are pending. 

Claims 1-27, 33 and 35 were previously allowed. 

Now claims 28-32 and 34 are in condition for allowance. 

REASON FOR ALLOWANCE 
As to independent claims 1 , 28 and 35, the closest prior art of Panter alone or in 
combination with other prior art fails to disclose or fairly suggest an apparatus/method 
as claimed in independent claims 1, 28 and 35. In particular the key distinction between 
the closest prior art and the instant claimed invention is that the closest prior art does 
not rely upon a parameter integration section for integrating the first parameter assigned 
to the pixels on a per pixel basis, and for assigning a second parameter to the pixels, 
the second parameter being a result of integration of the first parameter, in combination 
with other elements of independent claims 1 , 28 and 35. 

As to independent claims 27, the closest prior art of Panter alone or in 
combination with other prior art fails to disclose or fairly suggest an apparatus as 
claimed in independent claim 27. In particular the key distinction between the closest 
prior art and the instant claimed invention is that the closest prior art does not rely upon 
assignment of first parameter produced from the detection information to the pixels 
located un an area which is set in the detection space on the basis of the accuracy of 
detection information pertaining to the sensor section provided in the selected pixel and 
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on the basis if the position of the selected pixel, in combination with other elements of 
independent claim 27. 

As to claim 29, the closest prior art of Panter alone or in combination with other 
prior art fails to disclose or fairly suggest an apparatus as claimed in independent claim 

29. In particular the key distinction between the closest prior art and the instant claimed 
invention is that the closest prior art does not rely upon a first reliability storage section 
'that stores predetermined first reliability of the first parameter assigned to each of the 
pixels; and a weighting section assigns a weight to the first parameter assigned to each 
pixel in accordance with the first reliability and that assigns the weighted first parameter 
to the pixel, in combination with other elements of independent claim 29. 

As to claim 30, the closest prior art of Panter alone or in combination with other 
prior art fails to disclose or fairly suggest an apparatus as claimed in independent claim 

30. In particular the key distinction between the closest prior art and the instant claimed 
invention is that the closest prior art does not rely upon a control information generation 
section that generates control information pertaining to the object situated in the 
detection space, from the given information; and a processing execution section that 
performs processing using the control information, wherein the control information is 
formed from a parameter acceptable to the processing execution section. 

As to claims 31 and 32, the closest prior art of Panter alone or in combination 
with other prior art fails to disclose or fairly suggest an apparatus as claimed in 
independent claims 31 and 32. In particular the key distinction between the closest prior 
art and the instant claimed invention is that the closest prior art does not rely upon a 
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reliability section that sets the reliability of the sensor section provided in one of plurality 
of subdivisions formed by dividing the section space. 

As to claims 33 and 34, the closest prior art of Panter alone or in combination 
with other prior art fails to disclose or fairly suggest an apparatus as claimed in 
independent claims 33 and 34. In particular the key distinction between the closest prior 
art and the instant claimed invention is that the closest prior art does not rely upon a 
determining section that determines whether or not the adaptive mask is performed, on 
the basis of the result of integration of the degree of reliability of the sensor section 
performed in each subdivisions. 

Accordingly, now claims 1-35 are allowed. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Barry Choobin whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7447. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 AM to 18:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, MATTHEW BELLA can be reached on 571-272-7778. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Ceptef EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Barry Choobin 
2/20/06 



